Immunohistochemical studies of blood group antigens ABH in cutaneous angiosarcoma.
Eight angiosarcomas were clinicopathologically and immunohistochemically investigated. Four of the angiosarcomas originated in the scalp of the elderly, and four cases were angiosarcomas associated with chronic lymphedema after hysterectomy for uterine carcinoma or after mastectomy for breast carcinoma. Six of the angiosarcomas showed conventional histopathology, whereas the remaining two cases were considered cutaneous epithelioid angiosarcoma. Immunohistochemical studies for blood group antigens ABH were carried out. Three of the conventional angiosarcomas were weakly positive and three were moderately positive with antigens ABH. The antigens were strongly positive in the two epithelioid angiosarcomas. The biologic course of the two epithelioid angiosarcomas was longer than that of the other six cases. This study suggested that the strong positivity of blood group antigens may be one of the characteristics of epithelioid angiosarcoma.